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ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY  

 
The aim of this Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) is to ensure that pupils will benefit from learning 
opportunities offered by the school's Internet resources and digital learning environment in 
a safe, responsible and effective manner. Use of the Internet, digital devices and online tools 
is considered a school resource and a privilege. Therefore, if the school AUP is not adhered 
to, this privilege will have to be withdrawn and appropriate sanctions, as outlined in the AUP, 
will have to be imposed. This policy applies to all pupils, staff, parents/guardians, volunteers 
and visitors who use school digital devices, platforms or networks. 
 

The school’s use of digital technologies aligns with the Digital Strategy for Schools to 2027, 
Circular 0014/2026 – Grant Scheme for ICT Infrastructure, and supports the school’s Digital 
Learning Plan and Digital Learning Framework. 

School Strategy 

 
The school will employ a number of strategies in order to maximise learning opportunities 
and reduce risks associated with the Internet. These strategies are as follows: 
 
General 
 

 Internet sessions will always be supervised by a teacher. 

 Filtering software and/or equivalent systems will be used in order to minimise the risk 
of exposure to inappropriate material. 

 The school will regularly monitor pupils' Internet usage. 

 Students and teachers will be provided with training in the area of Internet safety, 
digital citizenship and ethical/safe use of technology. 

 Uploading and downloading of non-approved software will not be permitted. 

 Only approved software, apps and online services may be used in school. 

 Virus protection and cybersecurity measures will be regularly updated.  

 Personal storage devices (USB keys, external drives) may only be used with teacher 
permission. 

 Students will observe good "netiquette" (i.e. etiquette on the Internet) at all times and 
will not undertake any actions that may bring the school into disrepute. 

 Students must not use digital technologies to bully, harass, exclude, impersonate or 
intimidate others, including through messaging platforms, shared documents, online 
games, social media or AI-generated content.  

 
World Wide Web 
 
Ratoath Senior National School has chosen to implement the following level on content 
filtering on the School’s broadband network: 
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Level 3 : This level gives access to millions of websites including games but blocks 'YouTube' 
and websites that are categorized as Personal such as blogs and Social Networking such as 
Flickr and Facebook. 
 

 Students will not visit Internet sites that contain obscene, illegal, hateful or otherwise 
objectionable materials. 

 Students will use the Internet for educational purposes only. 

 Students will be familiar with copyright issues relating to online learning. 

 Students will never disclose or publicise personal information. 

 Students will be aware that any usage, including distributing or receiving information, 
school-related or personal, may be monitored for unusual activity, security and/or 
network management reasons. 

 
Email 
 

 Students will use approved class email accounts under supervision by or permission 
from a teacher.  

 Students will not send or receive any material that is illegal, obscene, defamatory or 
that is intended to annoy or intimidate another person. 

 Students will not reveal their own or other people's personal details; such as addresses 
or telephone numbers or pictures. 

 Students will never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone they only know 
through emails or the internet. 

 Students will note that sending and receiving email attachments is subject to 
permission from their teacher. 

 
School Website 
 

 Pupils will be given the opportunity to publish projects, artwork or school work on the 
World Wide Web. 

 The publication of student work will be co-ordinated by a teacher. 

 Photographs, audio and video clips, with parental permission in advance, will focus on 
group activities. 

 Personal pupil Information including home address and contact details will be omitted 
from school web pages. 

 Pupils will continue to own the copyright on any work published. 
 
Use of Google Workspace for Education for 3rd - 6th Class Pupils 
 

 The school uses Google Workspace for Education to support teaching, learning, and 
collaboration.  

 Each pupil is provided with access to secure school-managed digital platforms, 
including Google Workspace for Education (e.g. Gmail, Drive, Docs and Classroom) and 
other approved educational applications, such as Canva for Education, to support 
teaching, learning, creativity and communication. 
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 Students will use their school Google accounts for educational purposes only and in 
accordance with this AUP.  

 The school may store pupil information (e.g. assignments, projects, feedback) within 
Google’s systems, in line with data protection legislation and Google’s Education 
privacy commitments.  

 Parental consent is required before an account is created. This consent remains valid 
while the child is enrolled unless revoked in writing.  

 The school retains ownership and control of all data created or stored under its 
domain. 

 Students must not share passwords, impersonate others, or use another person’s 
account. 

 Students must not access or share content that is inappropriate, offensive, or contrary 
to school values. 

 Any breach of the Google Workspace for Education terms of use or the school’s AUP 
may result in restricted access or disciplinary measures. 

 
Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Education 
 
 
In accordance with the Department of Education’s Guidance on Artificial Intelligence in 
Schools (2025): 
 
Educational Integration and Support  
 

 Ratoath Senior National School recognises the potential benefits of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in education and is committed to its responsible and ethical use within 
the learning environment.  

 Ratoath Senior National School provides training and professional development 
opportunities to support the effective and responsible use of AI tools in teaching and 
learning.  

 The selection and use of AI tools in Ratoath Senior National School will align with 
educational goals, including supporting learner agency, creativity, inclusion and 
critical thinking skills.  

 Ratoath Senior National School may integrate AI into its educational processes to 
enhance learning, foster innovation and promote the development of critical skills.  

 Ratoath Senior National School will make necessary adjustments to our school’s 
adoption and integration of AI based on review and feedback.  

 The impact of AI on learning outcomes will be reviewed regularly to ensure continuous 
improvement.  

 Promotion of Digital Literacy and Critical Thinking  

 Ratoath Senior National School promotes digital literacy and critical thinking skills to 
help pupils understand AI, its implications and responsible usage. This includes 
understanding data literacy, verification of AI-generated information and recognising 
potential bias in AI systems.  

 Ratoath Senior National School will seek to ensure that AI tools used support fairness, 
transparency and responsible decision-making practices.  
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 Learners must acknowledge the use of AI-generated text and images in assignments 
and homework.  

 Teachers will attribute AI text and images when used.  
 
Learner use of AI 

 AI generated material is allowed for the purpose of research, brainstorming, revising 
text.  

 AI generated material is allowed for certain activities with prior school permission.  

 If used for research, learners must fact check, check other sources and reference 
sources.  

 AI technologies (such as text generation, translation, image creation or adaptive 
learning tools) may be used in the school to enhance teaching and learning, under the 
supervision and guidance of teachers. 

 The use of AI will always prioritise educational benefit, fairness and data protection. 

 The school will adopt a structured approach to AI use based on the 4Ps: Purpose, 
Planning, Policies, and Practice, ensuring ethical and well-managed implementation. 

 Students will be taught about the appropriate and ethical use of AI, including 
understanding bias, accuracy, and the importance of original work. 

 AI tools will not be used to replace human judgment, assessment, or creativity, but 
rather to support learning and understanding. 

 
Ethical Use and Data Protection 

 Where generative AI tools (e.g. tools that create text, images, or code) are used, 
students and staff must critically evaluate outputs for accuracy, bias and suitability. 

 Any personal data processed through AI tools must comply with data protection 
regulations. 

 No personal data, including Special Educational Needs (SEN) or other sensitive 
information, will be uploaded to or processed by AI systems. 

 AI tools must not be used to create, analyse or store SEN reports or data concerning 
vulnerable students. 

 Only AI tools approved by the school and verified as compliant with GDPR and Data 
Protection Commission (DPC) guidance may be used. 

 AI tools must not be used to generate misleading, altered or “deepfake” content. 

 Any suspected AI-related data breach or misuse must be reported immediately to the 
school’s Data Protection Officer (DPO) and handled in accordance with school data 
protection and cybersecurity policies.  

  Staff will receive ongoing professional development relating to responsible and 
ethical AI use. 

 The school will strive to ensure that AI tools are used in an inclusive and equitable 
way, so that all pupils have fair access and are not disadvantaged by language, cost or 
design barriers. 

 The school will review and update its AI practices regularly to ensure responsible, 
transparent and equitable use of emerging technologies. 
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The school will provide information on, and compliance with, relevant legislation and 

guidance relating to digital technologies, online safety, data protection and AI use, including:  

 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

 Data Protection Act 2018 

  Child Trafficking and Pornography Act 1998 

 Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act 2020 

 Education Welfare Act 2000 

 Children First Act 2015 

  Online Safety and Media Regulation Act 2022 

 Department of Education Guidance on the Use of AI in Schools (2025) 

 Digital Strategy for Schools to 2027 

 
Personal Devices:  
 
In line with our policy on the use of mobile phones and internet enabled electronic devices, 
pupils are not permitted to use personal devices that are internet-enabled or capable of 
communication at any time while on school premises. Such devices include, but are not 
limited to, mobile phones, smartwatches, gaming devices, digital music players and other 
wearable communication technologies. Devices designed for messaging, calling or tracking 
(such as Imoo watches and similar products) are strictly prohibited during the school day, 
irrespective of any “school mode” or restricted setting. 
 
Support Structures 
 
Ratoath Senior National School implements the following strategies on promoting safer use 
of the internet:  
 

 Pupils will be provided with education in the area of internet safety as part of our 
implementation of the SPHE curriculum.  

 Internet safety advice and support is provided to pupils in Ratoath Senior National 
School through informal class discussions and formal internet safety talks/workshops.  

 Teachers will be provided with continuing professional development opportunities in 
the area of internet safety. 

 Ratoath Senior National School participates in Safer Internet Day activities to promote 
safer and more effective use of the internet. 

 The school will inform students and parents of key support structures and 
organisations that deal with illegal material or harmful use of the Internet. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sanctions 
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Misuse of the Internet may result in disciplinary action, including written warnings, 
withdrawal of access privileges and, in extreme cases, suspension or expulsion. The school 
also reserves the right to report any illegal activities to the appropriate authorities. Should 
serious online safety incidents take place, Principal Maggie McGivern, should be informed 
immediately.  
 
 
Implementation and Review: 
 
This policy and its implementation will be reviewed on an ongoing basis as new technology 
comes on stream or as necessary in consultation with the following stakeholders:   

 Board of Management 

 Teaching staff 

 Pupils 

 Parent(s)/Guardian(s).  
 
The school will monitor the impact of the policy using: 

 Logs of reported incidents 

 Feedback from pupils, parent(s)/guardian(s) and teaching staff.  
 
All teachers will endeavour to implement this policy. The implementation of this Acceptable 
Use Policy will be monitored by the Digital Learning Team and Principal. 
 
This policy was adopted by the Board of Management of Ratoath Senior National School in 
May, 2026.  
 
This policy has been made available to school personnel, published on the school website 
and has been provided to the Parents’ Association.  
 
To accept this policy, consent must be given through the ‘Permissions’ page on the Aladdin 
app. The acceptance of this policy applies while the child is a pupil of Ratoath Senior 
National School. There will be no need to annually renew acceptance of the terms of the 
AUP, except where a major change is envisaged. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: 

 

 
 

 Chairperson of Board of Management Principal 
Date: 25th May, 2026 25th May, 2026 

 
Date of next review: May 2026 
 


